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The 1935 decision did not entirely dispose of the question
of regeneration, however. In 1940 there were 69,548 acres
under "natural regeneration" and 138,688 acres under '"arti-
ficial regeneration." The distinction is that planting is required
for the latter, hut "regeneration fellings1' are used for the
former. At the time of the Japanese invasion it appeared likely
that artificial regeneration of species other than teak for village
supply might be sanctioned for the more densely populated areas.
The "jungle0 or forest is highly Important in the economy of
the typical Burmese family, for such areas are scattered widely
throughout the country and supply near-by villagers with fire-
wood, all material for most houses, many herbs, berries, fruits,
and roots, including bamboo shoots for culinary purposes, to-
gether with the invaluable bamboo which has a multitude of
uses.
The Forest Department not only carries on educational work
at Pyinmana and elsewhere, but also answers inquiries from
foreign prospective purchasers of Burma timber. In 1941 a
Forest Propaganda Officer was appointed to tour rural areas,
stage departmental exhibits, give lectures on special subjects,
and otherwise educate the rural population of Burma with a
view to securing optimum preservation and utilization of Bur-
ma's great forest wealth. It should be noted that whereas teak Is
the only economic product of the Burma forests of great Impor-
tance for foreign trade, a large variety of other forest products
play an extremely important part in Burma's rural economy.
Moreover, although there are great areas in Lower Burma
where paddy predominates, most villages are only a short dis-
tance from hills, swamps, or other uncultivated areas which
might be loosely classified as "forests."
The Forest Department also "trained" certain streams use-
ful for extraction of timber, and kept up thousands of miles of
cart roads and a few miles of metaled roads, for the same
purpose.
The Forest Department was a very important part of the
revenue system of the country, Financial operations since 1925
have been officially summarized as shown in Table 14.